[The role of women as mothers as shown by the Arkteia-rites in Brauron and the gynaecological texts of the Corpus Hippocraticum].
This paper deals with the gender role of women in classical Greece: motherhood. On their way to motherhood, women were dependent on the assistance of the goddess Artemis. The focus of interest in the present paper is the Arkteia rites in the sanctuary of Artemis in Brauron. Hereby it will be shown how, during the rites, young girls on the threshold of their adulthood were urged to take up their specific gender tasks. Additionally, relevant arguments on the topic will be cited from the gynaecological texts of the Corpus Hippocraticum. Consequently, it will become evident that the socially determined gender role of women was enforced both by religion and medicine.